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AGREEMENT
ON THE IMPORTATION OF EDUCATIONAL, -
' SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL MATERIAL



. PREAMBLE

The contracting 'States and cultural mz‘ater‘ials; and -Have,

Cons:denng that the free exchange of ideas therefore,  agreed to the .fqllowing
and knowledge - and, in. general, the : Provisions:
':'j.-:WIrdest possible cissemination of the

“diverse. forms of self—expression used-

"

by civilizations are vitally important Article I .
.both for intellectual progress and 1. The contracting States undertake nof to
intérnational understanding, and apply customs duties - or -other charges
conééquently for the maintenance of on, or in connexion with, -the - importat—
world peace; . ion of: _ .
Con51dermg that this interchange - is (a) Books, pnbli_ciitions'aandf-documents,‘
- accomplished primarily by means of listed in Anmex A to- this Aéreément;
" books, publications and educational, (b) Educational, scientific and’cultural
scientific and. culturaI materials; materials, listed in Annexes B, C'
Cons:denng that the Constztunon of the D, and E to this Agre:ement

United Nations Educqtlonal, Scientific Which are ‘the products-of dnother ,contraétf.
and -Cultural Orgaﬁization. urges ing State, subject to the conditions Taid
coqliéra'tion bétw_eeﬁ; nations im all - down in those annexes. -

branches of intellectual activity, includ-- 2, The provisions of paragraph.-l-::_(')jf this

ing ‘the -_exch’ange' of publications, article shall not prevent-any con't"racting :
objects of artistic and- sciefltiﬁc ihterest_ State from levying. on imported matérals: .
. and" other materials of information’ (a) Internal taxes or any, .other- -iternal ‘
and provides further . that the Orgamz_at— " . charges of any kund, imposed:at- the".
ion shall ‘collaberate in the work of time of importation or subsequently,
.ﬁdvancing; the rhutual Knowledge and not exceediig those applied. directly
understanding of peoples, through all of indirectly to like domestlc producis -
" means. of mass commlijlication' and to (b) Fees and charges, othef than customs
that .end fecommend such international ' duties, lﬂ‘lpOSl’d by governmental-
‘agreéments as may be nec‘essary to . authorities on, OF R connemon with,
promote the free flow of rdeas by importation, lnmted in . amount to '
-~ word and image’; - v i ; the approxunate ‘cost of the services
Recog;mze that these zun;ls wﬂl be— cffectwely R _'rendered and representmg nelther
furthered by a_n international agreement | an “indirect protect:on to dOm&Sth
facili-téting_ the free flow of boodks, ~ produets nor a taxation of 1m.ports-‘

publicatiqns and educational, scientific for revenue purposes.

)
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Article TI |
1. The contracting States' undertake to grant'

“licences and/or foreign
of the

the mnecessary -
for the
followwg articles:

exchange nnpo_rtatfon
(a) Books -and pubhcanons consigned to
public libraries and co!lectlons and
to the hbfarles and coilecnons of
publie,
. cultural. mstxtutmns . . .
(b) Ofﬁcnal govemment pubhcatlon that
is, ..official, parhamentary and

admrmstratwe documents pubhshed
in their country of: ongm, .

" {c) Books and. pubhcanons of the -Umted-

Nations or .any.:of. its- Spec;ahzed
Agencies; . - :

(d) Books and pubhcauon_s recewed by"
Educatmna} )

Umted Natmns

Scxennfxc and Cultura 'Orgamzauon-'

and d1strr.buted free of charge by it

or-under its supervision;

(e).Pubhcatlons int nded e promote'l

tourist travel- outmde

nnponatlon sent and d"tnbnt_' di_:f:ree‘

of charge

$3) Amcles for the.:blin"d:'

) .Books; pub :
documents of aH

; _l-ons and'-
ds-in ralsed

,by mstltunons'or orgamzatxons _—

cencerned W1th the. welfare of
the  blind;.
.:competent authont:es of the

. edumtxenal,g Mreseareh or.

~Agreement."

importing country for the - purpose
of duty—free entry of these

types of articles.:

. Thie contracting States which at any time

apply quantitative restrictions and exchange

-control measures undertake to grant, as

far as possible, foreignexchange and
licences “necessary .for: the .-impor;t'atibn of
other educational, seientific or cultural
mat‘e'rials,-. and 'particularly the materials
“in" the to this

referred - to annexes

Artlcle III

. The contractmg States undertake fo nge
' every possiblel facﬂity to. the importation

of educatwnal . :Sclentific or c_u_ltu_ral—

materials, wh:ch .are imported exclusively

for ,showmg at’ a public exhibition

'approved by the competent anthorities

of the
subsequent re—exportation. These facilities
shall include thé granting of the. necessary

lmpor_tl_ng .country and for

-licenges and exemption frorn customs .

duties and internal taxes and charges -of
a]l kmds _payable omn _importation, other.
than fees and charges eorrespondmg tor

: _the appro:nmate cost of services rendered
-LNothmg in thLS article shall prevent the
: authormes of an.imperting country, from
. faking such’ st__eps_ as _may be  necessary

to ensure that the materials in question
shall be re—exported” at the close, of their

- exhibition. .- .

Afticle IV

'a'pproved by the The contracung States undertake that they
will as far as possible: :




(a) ‘Continue their common efforts to promote
by every means thé free circulation of
educatienal, scientific or cultural materials,
and abolish. or reduce any Testrictions
to that free circulation which are not
referred to in this Agreement; )

() Slmphfy the administrative pfocedure

govermng the’ 1mportat10n of educatzonal

scientific or cultural materiails; .

Facilitate the and safe

(c)

customs

expenditious
cléarance of educational,

scientific or cultural materials.
Article ¥

Nothing in this ‘Agreement shall affect the
*right of contracting States to take measures,
in " conformity with .
the
circulation after importatiofl “of articles on

prohibit or lmit ‘importation, or the

grounds  relating dlrectiy to natlonal security,
" public order or pubhc morals.

,Alrtl_cle VI

This Agreement shall not- modify. .or affect
_the laws and 'reginlations" of any contracting

State or any .of its. intermational- treaties,

conventions, agre‘emcnts‘ or ., proclamations,

~with .tespect’ to copyright, trade marks or

patents.

Artlcle VII

Subject to the -provisions- of any previous

conventions to which the contracting States
miay have subscribed fer the settlement of

disputes, the contracting " States undertake

to have reeourse to negotlatlon or_- concﬂlat—-

ion, with a view to settlement
disputes: regardmg the mterpretatxon or. the

application’ of this Agreement.

their legislation, to

of any

29

Atticle VIIX
In case of a dispute between contracting
States relating to the educational, . scientific
ot cultural character of imported materials,
the interested Partiés may ,be common
agreement, refex it to the” Ditector—General
of the United Natlons Educatnonal Scientific
and 'Cuitunal Organization for an advisory

opinion.

Article IX
of which the English
and French texts.are ‘equally authentic,

1. This Agreement,

shall bear today’s date and remain open
for signature by all Member States of
the United' Nations- Educational, Scientific
and. Cultural Organization, all Member
States ..of thie United Nations
- nqnf—mem_lﬁer'_sita;e to. which an invitation

and

may have been . addressed by the Executive
Board of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and.Cultural Organization.

2. The Agree_meni: shatl be ratified on behalf
of the :
.with  their
. procedure.

3. The. rnstruments of ratrﬁcanon shall be

. Secretary~ ...Gen;_rai

“signatory States in accordance

respective  constitutional

. d6p051t§:c‘1, Wlﬂ?lr the
of the United Natiohs. .

Article X
The States referped to.in paragraph” 1 of
Article IX may accept this Agreement from
22 November 1950. Acceptanoe shall become
effective on’  the deposit of a formal instiument
with the Secre;'tary—?Gene'ral of _th‘e"- Unite‘cl'
Nations. - B '
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Article X1

This Agreement shall come into force on

- the date on whlch the Secretary— General -
of  the Umted Nations receives mstruments ‘

of ratification or acceptance from 10 States.

- Article XII -

1. The States Parties to this Agreement. on
the date of its coming into force shall
each take' all the necessary measures for
.1ts Tully effective operation within 2 period
of six months after that date. _

2. For States wl;iéh may dcpoéit their

- .‘ins'trumen't's“bf-'ratiﬁcation' or- acceptance

. after the date of the Agreement coming .

- into’ force, these measures shall be taken
_W1thm a pcnod -of three months from
- the date of deposit.-

' 3. Within one month of the expifation of,

“the 'péﬁo'ds : méntioned in. paragraphs 1
‘and 2°7of this * article, cor
States to this. Apgreement, shall submit
a report to.the Umted Nations Educational,
‘Scwntlfic afid Cultural Organization of

the contraciing

the’ measures. whmh they ‘have taken for
sucki fully effective operatlon-

~United Nations Educatlonal
Scxennﬁc and Cu]tural Orgamzanon shall
-.transxm- t}ns report to all- s1gnatory States
to: th 5 Agreement and to the Internatxonal
Tradc Orgamzation (prows:onally, to its

Intenm COmm1ssxon)

Artxcle XI[I

Any contractmg State may, at the nme of
sxgnature -or: the deposxt of its. instrument
of ratlﬁcanon or acceptance or at any time

thereafter, declare by nonﬁcanon addressed

-G_

to the Secretary—General of the United
Natjons that this Agreement shall extend
' for the
foreign relafjons that

to all or any. of the térritories, -

conduci. of whose

contracting State is respénsible.
Article XTIV

1. Two yeard after the date of the coming

© into force of this Agreement, any

contracting State may, on its own- behalf

or on behalf of.any of the. teiritories for
the conduct of whose . foreign relations
that contracting State is responsible,
denounce this Agreement by an mstfu:nent
in wntmg deposited with the Sccretary~
General of the United Nations.

2. The denunciation shall take effect one

year after the receipt of the 1nstrument
of denunc1at10n

Article XV

The Secretary—General of the
in paragraph I of Article IX, as well as
the United. Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, and the International
Trade Organization {provisionally, 'its Interim
of the of ‘al_l' the

Comuiission}, deposit

instruments of ratification. and acceptance: -

provided for in Articles IX and X, as well

as of the notifications and denunciations.
provided for respectlve]y in Articles XIII-

and XTV.
Article XVI

At the request of one—third of the contract—

ing, States to this Agreement, the Director—

General of the United Nations.. Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization™ shall

Unired
-Nations shall inform the States referred to




place on the agenda of the next session of 2.

-the Generdl Conference of that Organization,

the question of convoking a méeting for.

the revision of this Agreement.
' Article XVII
- Abfexés A, B, C, D, and E, as ‘well. as, the
*Protocol ‘ahmexed to this Agreement are
~hereby made an integral part .of this
‘Agréeinent. | : -
... Article XVIIT
1. I g’accoréﬂqncjé iﬁth. Article 102 of the
h -Char;ter of the -;Unite_d "Nations, this
Agreemént shall be registered by the
';Sﬁ?.,c_:jrcta1j;yi'—-—_.'(},éi}eml_- of the United “Nations
on the. date of its coming into.force.
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In faith whereof the undersigned, cly
authorized, have signed this Agreement
on behalf of their respective governments.
Doné at Lake Success, New York, this.
twenty—second day of Nevember one
thousand nine hundred and fifty in a
single copy, vhich shali remain deposited
in the ‘archives. of the ' United Nations,
and certified true copies of “which shall
be delivered to all the -States referred

. to in paragraph 1 of Article IX, as well

as ‘to the United Nations Educational,

‘Scientific and Cultural Organization and

to the International Trade Orginization
(provisionally, to its Intedm 'an;znj'ssiqn).'
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ANNEXES

Annex A

Books pubhcatxons and documents

Pnnted books.

Newspapers and penodlcals

Books and - docnments produced by
duphcatmg_ processes other than -pnntmg. _
Official government publicaticns, that

efficial, parliaruentary s

" administrative documeénts .published in

E zuid‘

similar -publications), whetl;er
"'.il,'[ustfatéd or mot, includi_n:g' those
. publistied .b,y ‘private  commercjal
- entcrpnses whose - purpose s to
_ stlmu!ate travel out51de the country of
' Importatlon '
Publications ~ whose purpose is to .

: (vx)

- snmulate study outsxde the country of -

. (vt

; their country of origin. -

.'Tll'a\‘fe'l.

posters " and-
{pamphlets, guides, timetables, leaflets

. importation.

NIanuscnpts mcludmg typescnpts

"'(vm') Catalog:;,ueq of Yooks and pubhcatjons

~“béing- books and publications offered

-

‘Catalogues

ran educauonal

. for sa]e by -publishers or booksellers
-estabhsh‘ed .
: amportauon :

o_uts:de the

of fﬂms recordings or

" other v1suai and audltory material -of

‘character, bemg catalogues issued by

or on behalf ‘of the United’ Nations ' ‘

or any of its Specialized Agencies.

travel literature

‘country of-

@

(x} Music in manuscript or printed form,
.or reproduced by dup]iéating processes
.other than .p'rint_ijn_g.-»

{(xi) Geographical, hydrographical .orr
astronomical maps and charts.

(xii) Archltectural industrial or engineering

and .

_plans” and designs;, and reproductions’
thereof, intended- for study. in sclentific
‘establishments o educatiohal institutions

' Qapproved by ‘the’ competent authontles_

of the m]portm_g country for the
purpose of duty—free

admission -of
these typtf:s of articles. '

:(The exemptmns provided by Annex

As shall not apply to:

(a)
)

.Statmnery,

Bogoks,
(except catalogues, travel posters and
travel

publications 'and documents

litefature referred to above) -

- publishied by or for aprivate cominercial

" enterprise,
.purposes; . _ _
‘Newspapers " dnd - periodicals - in -"which

(&)

essentially for advertising

the " advertising ‘miatter is in excess of

70 percent by“sp:a{z_é; )
‘Al other items (except catalogués referred

" to above) in which the ~advertising matter

scxenufic or cultural -

Is in excess of-25 percent by space. In
the case of travel posters and Literature,
this : apply only to
pnvate commereial advertising matter.

pérceutaﬂge shall -




33

Annex B

Works of art and collectors

cnltural character

o)

gy

cornmerc:al character.

(iv)

pieces of an- educational, scientific or -

Paintin'gs and drawings, including copies, Collectors’  pieces "and objects of art
executed “entirely by hand, -but exc]ud— .conswned to public gallerles museums
ng manufactured decorated wares. ~and other public- institutions, approved
: by the competent authorities of ' the
(if) Hand—.prmted xmpre'ssions,‘ produced v P :
a L o _ Jmportmg country for - ‘the purpose of
. from '.hanc_l—engr_aved- or *‘handetched
iy . . , duty—free. entry of - these -types. of
blocks, plates or -other matenal, -and
s od and béred by 1 ] --arhcles act mtended for resale.
- Signed and numbéred by the art st.

& Y o {v) -Collect:ons -and coIlectors pigces -
Orlgmal works of art of statuary or- . such- scientific ﬁelds asanatomy zodogy,
_sculpture whether in the ‘round, in botany; mmeralogy palaeo,ntology '
re]xef or in mtagho excluding mass— archaeolégy and ethnography, not
'produced 1epr0ductxons and works " of - intendéd. for Tesale. : '

-convennonal crdftsmanshlp of a (vi) Antigaes, bemg artlc]es in-’ excess of

100 years of age



Annex C

character

Films, ﬁlmstnps microfilms and shdes

of- an educational, scientific or cultural :

character, when imported by organizat—
ions (including, at. the discretion of

‘the im’ﬁortiug country, broadcasting’

org'a-n'i'-Zations) approved B"y ‘thie
fompetent authonnes of the 1mportmg
country for the .purpose of. duty—frce
admxssxon of .these “types- of artxcies

_'exclusWely for exhibition by ‘these”

org'a-niza_tib_ns or by other public. or

pri;vate-edu&:'aﬁonél scientiﬁc br'é\ﬂ'tui-él )
institution - or societies approved by;

the aforesmd authonnes )
Newsresls (with or, without sound track)

depmtmg events of current news valie
at the time of i meortatlon and: unported

“in either, negat:we form, exposed and '
‘developed of positive fonn pnnted '
‘and de\feloped when 1mported by’
"orgamzatlons (mcludmg, at the -discret—

1on of the importing country broadcast—-

-_mg orgamzatmns) approvcd by thc.

-_competent authontxes of the. 1mportmg

- country for the- purpose of’ duty—free :

_adrmssxon of such films, provxded that

Visual and au{iitor‘y- matériﬁls‘ of am educational, scientific or cultural

free entry may be limited fo two copies
of each subject for copying purposes.

Sound recordlngs of an educational,
sc:ennﬁc or cultural character for use
exc]uswely n pubhc or privale educat—

- donal, scientific or.cultural institutions

or societies- (including, at the discretion
of the importing country, broadcastmg
orgamzatlons) approved by the competent

‘authoritiés ‘of the Importing country
for the purpose -of duty—free admission .
~of these types of articles. :

Filins, ﬁhnstnps mierofilms and sound

-recordmgs of an educatlonal scientific

or cultural cbaracter produced by the
United Nations or ‘any of its Specialized
Agéncies.

Patterr_l_s, models and- wall chaits for

use exclusively for demonstrating 'and
teaching purposes in public or private
educational,. scientific or cultural instifut— .

ions  approved by the competent

authorities -of * the importing country

- for the purpose of duty—free admission
-of these types of articles.




' purposes or pure scientific research
provided:
That -such . sciéntific instruments or

| (a)

Axti;
@

(i),
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Annex D )

Scientific instruments or apparatus

Scientific  instruments Or apparatus,

intended

apparatus are consigned
private scientific or educational inshitut—

"ions approved by ‘the compsten! - suthorities

ies for the blmd

,,-ooks pubhcanons and documents of
ail kmds in raised characters for ihe .
- "_.COmEetent anthontxes of  the unpomng :

tlind: ' KR I{

“Other articles- spemally desxgned f0r~'_ .

the . educational,

advancement of the bhnd whlch are.‘-
'-Jlmport@dA directly by

Y

exclusweiy for- educatlonal_

) _Tbat
to publit oF -

. _.,-'orgamzatxons

scmntlfic or cultural- ’

msutut:ons ox o

of the importing country for the gmpose

of duty—free entry of these tyges.of
artlcles ~and used under the werirol
and respon51b111ty of these institutioes;

instruments’ or .apparates . of

eauwale—zt scientific valué are not being

,mam. af‘x,urf:d in the conntry of impéatation.

concerned th‘h the
Welfare of the bhnd approved by the

'country for the purpose of. duty—free

- __entry of these types of artlcles.



Protocol annexed to the Agreement on

the Importatlon of Educational, Scientific and Cultural

, Ma'terlais

: 'The confracting States,

In the interest of facxhtatmg the pame:pat—

10n of the United States .of America in

thé - ‘Agreement on the ‘Importation . of
: Educattonal Scientific and - - Cultural
* Materials, have agreed to the followmg

R 'The United - States of America’ shall have _

the option .of ratifying this Agreement
under Article IX, or. of accepting it

: .under Arncle X, with the inclusion- of

. the reservation hereunder
"2,.In the event of the Unlted States of

. A.rnenca becorrung Party to this Agreement

with -the reservauon provided for in the

1precedmg paragraph 1 the provxsmns of

that reservation may be invoked by the
Government of the United States of .

America with regard to any of the'™

contracting States to thijs Agreement or
by any contracting State with regard to .
the United States of America, provided
that any measure imposed pursuant to -
such reservation shall be applied on a
nondiscriminatory basis.

(TEX’I‘ OF THE RESERVATIO'N)

'(a) If as a result’ of the . obhgatrons'
o mcurred by'.a contracting State under- .

this Agreement any product covered
by th:s Agreement Is bemg rmported

mto the’ terntery of a contractmg Statel -

in such reIatwer mcreased quantltles

and undef such Pond]t]ons as to. cause
i or threafen senous m]ury to ‘the domestlc

mdustry in‘that territory producmg like

or directly competitive products the
contractmg State under the COndlthl’lS
prOwded for by paragraph 2 above shall
.be free; in’ respect of ‘such product and-
to the extem and' for such' time as. may

be necessary to prevént or remedy such -

mjury, Loy suspend m whole 6r in part
any obhganon under this Agreernent-
| with respect to such product,

(e

(b) Before any contracting State shall take
action pursuant to the prowsmns of
paragraph (a) above, it shali give nouoe
in writing to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural'
()rgamzanon as far in advance as may
‘be practicable and shall afford the
Organization and the contractma States
which " are Parues to -this Agreement-
an: . Opportunity to consult w1th it in -

respect of the proposed action”-

would cause damage which it would be
difficult to repair, action under paragraph
(a). above may be taken prowsxonally
'w1thout prior consultation, .on the
conditiom, that consultation - be effected

immediately after taklng such action

In critical circumstances where delay -
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S:tat_e

1. Yugos]évia

Z;Thajlanc-i '

. 3‘. Democratic Kampuchéa
4. SriLanka o

. 5. Pakistan
0. Egypt

7. Lao People’s Demacratic iRepxiBﬁf:“ o

8. Monaco

9. Israel

iO Sweden )

1. Republic of Viet Nam -
- 12.Cuba - '

13. Philippines, A

14. Switzerland

i5.El Salvador

16: United ngdom of Grcat Bntam and Northern: Ireland

_ 17. Ham

18.Spain

19.Greece'

20. Finland T = .
21.Fedéral Republic of Germany
22 France -

23. Belgium

24. Luxembourg

25. Nétherands

26. Afgharﬁs"tﬁﬁ

Date of deposit
of instrument
26 April 1951

18 June 1951
5 November 1951

- 8 January 1952

17 January 1952
8 February 1952

28 February 1952

18 March 1952

27 March 1952

21 May 1952

1 June 1952

27 Augost 1952
30 August 1952 °
7 April 1953
24 June 1953

11 March 1954
14 May 1954

7. July 1955 °

12 December 1955
'30 Apru 1956 §

9 August 1957 .
14 October 1957
31 October 1957
31 Octeber 1957
31-October 1957
19 March 1958




S

State

- 27.Ghana

28. Austria
29.Jordan
30.Norway
31.Malaysia _
32.Denmark
33.Guatemala
34.Nigeria
35.Sierra Leone
36.Zaire

. ‘37 Madagascar

38.New Zealand

39.Gabon

40.Traly

41.United Republic 6f Tazania
42.Cyprus '

43.Ivory Codist

44 Nicaragua
45. United Republic of Cameroon
46.Rwanda '

'~ 47.Uganda

48 Malawi =

49. Upper Volta

50. Iran

51. Trinidad and Tobago

52. United States of America
53.Keénya

© 54.Malta

55. Niger

56. Moro;co

Date of deposit

of instrument

7 April 1958
12 June 1958

31 December 1958 -

2 Apiil 1959
29 June 1959
4 April 1960
8 Fuly 1960

26 June 1961
13 March 1962
3 May 1962

23 May 1962
29 Jume 1962

4 September 1962 -

26'November 1962 ¢ =7

26 March 1963 -
16 May 1963
19 July 1963 :

17 Decembier 1963

15 Nay 1964

1 Deceriiber 1964
15 April 1965
17 Atrpust 1965
14 Septetaber 1965
7 Fantaty 1966
11 April 1966

2 Noveiber 1966
15 March 1967
19 Januaty 1968
22 April 1968

25 July 1968
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State -

57.Congo

--58;Singaporé ‘

59. Manritius

60 Japan

61.Bolivia

62.Romania .

63. Tunisia

'@.Poland

'.ESL_Iraq -

66.Fiji |

67.Socialist Peeple’s L1byan Arab Jamahiriya
" 68.Barbados .

£9. Zambia

TO.T&_}ga‘ :

71. Oman-

, 72.Ireland. 7

73 Hun‘garly

74. Holy See _
75, Synan ,Arab Repubhc
76 Solqmon: Ilands

77 Austraha

Date of deposit

of instrument

26 August' 1968

11 July 1969

18 July 1969

17 June 1970

29 September 1970
24 November 1970
14 May 1971 A

24 September 19_71

© 11 August 1972

31 Qctober 1972
22 January 1973

13 April. 1973

4 November- 1974
11 November 1977
19 December 1977
19 September 1978
15 March 1979

22 August 1979

16 September 1980
3 September 1981
5 March 1992

-

-
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